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DWVA Technical Bulletin

Care Recommendations for Veneered Products

Finishing of Veneered Surfaces

It is recommended that veneered surfaces be finished with a protective coating or lacquer to
protect them from the rigours of day to day usage. It is essential to seal all surfaces including
edges of all components and assemblies to slow the ingress of moisture. Panels not sealed in
this manner are prone to bow or cup.

Selection of the surface coating or lacquer to meet the end environment of the finished
veneered surface, and for that matter the veneer colour and species, are very important
factors influencing the expected life of the surface. For instance, with a tabletop the veneer
should be of a harder wearing species and finished with a higher quality surface coating with
properties to suit this application.

General coating types are covered in the DWVA publication “Veneer Product Information
Manual” and on the DWVA web site www.woodveneer.asn.au. Coating or lacquer
manufacturers can provide advice as to the most suitable coating system for specific
applications and for particular species. The cost of the system is generally indicative of its
quality, but within each type of coatings there exists a range of finishes with properties to suit
different applications and finish requirements. The manufacturer's recommendations
regarding the number of and the thickness of sealing and top coats should be followed. An
important point is that different finishing systems, especially from different manufacturers,
should not be mixed.

General Care of Coated Veneered Surfaces

The on-going, in service, care of finished veneered surfaces depends largely on the type and
quality of the coating utilized. Thus, the manufacturer of the finish should be involved in
preparing the recommended care instructions for the furniture, joinery or fit-out. This can occur
at the specification stage or by the chosen joiner/cabinetmaker as they are the people in
control of the final product and finish.

In general, timber veneered surfaces should not be left wet/damp or with wet staining
materials on them (such as dark fruit juice/wine). They should not be cleaned with harsh
cleaners or chemicals that affect the surface finish. Abrasive cleaning of clear finishes can
scratch the surface and reduce the visual clarity. Sharp edges are potential problem zones for
breaks or cracks in the coating as during finishing process the coating tends to flow away from
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